
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

1 Kings 19:19-21 – So Elijah went from there and 
found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the 
twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his 
cloak around him.   Elisha then left his oxen and ran 
after Elijah. "Let me kiss my father and mother 
good-by," he said, "and then I will come with you."  

"Go back," Elijah replied. "What have I done to 
you?"  So Elisha left him and went back. He took his 
yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the 
plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to 
the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow 
Elijah and became his attendant. 
 

 Have you ever had a career change?  Career 
changes are not uncommon in our day and age.  
In fact, I found a website that listed the top six 
reasons people should consider making a career 
change.  Could you guess some? 

 Your Life Has Changed: When you 
chose your career your life may have 
been different than it is today.  You 
should look for an occupation that fits 
your lifestyle. 

 The Job Outlook in Your Field Has 
Worsened: Things looked promising for 
your field when you entered it. Due to 
changes in technology, the economy, or 
the industry you work in, job opportuni-
ties are no longer plentiful.   

 You Are Experiencing Job Burnout: 
Once upon a time you loved going to 
work every day. You no longer feel that 

way. You can't stand doing your job 
anymore and changing employers has 
not helped.   

 Your Job is Too Stressful: Some 
occupations are inherently stressful. 
After a while the stress can become too 
much to handle. You change your occu-
pation to preserve your mental and 
physical health. 

 You Find Your Work Boring: Now that 
you've been working in that field, 
you've climbed as far up the ladder as 
you can go, and you miss the challenges 
you once faced.   

 You Want to Earn More Money: You 
may be surprised to learn that money 
isn't at the top of the list when it comes 
to job satisfaction. That said, if other 
reasons are leading you to consider a 
career change, higher earnings should 
be something you consider when you 
choose a new career.  

http://careerplanning.about.com/od/careerchoicechan/a/w
hy_change.htm 

  If Elisha were polled to find out the reason 
he changed occupations almost 3000 years ago, 
none of those reasons would fit.  In our Old 
Testament lesson today, we saw a career 
change that had details unlike any other career 
change in history!  God knew his plans and used 
the prophet Elijah to bring about this career 
change long ago.   

Let’s take a closer look at the Old Testament 
reading today, and may this serve as more than 
interesting history for us this morning.  It will 
give us a chance to reflect on God’s hand in 
action in Elisha’s life and the life of his Church, 
and it will lead us to want to “Encourage 
Elishas!” in our day and age. 

1. Elijah’s encouragement of 
Elisha    

We read the Old Testament lesson from 1 
Kings 19:19-21: “So Elijah went from there and 
found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing 
with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was 
driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him 
and threw his cloak around him.   Elisha then 
left his oxen and ran after Elijah. ‘Let me kiss my 
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father and mother good-by,’ he said, ‘and then I 
will come with you.’    ‘Go back,’ Elijah replied.  
‘What have I done to you?’   So Elisha left him 
and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and 
slaughtered them. He burned the plowing 
equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the 
people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow 
Elijah and became his attendant.” 

Let’s set the scene of these verses.  The time 
had come.  The time had come to begin the 
process of passing the mantle to the next key 
prophet of the Old Testament.  The prophet 
Elijah was getting tired.  He had had a hard 
ministry.  If you recall some of the highlights of 
his work, he had: 

 Prophesied and preached much law 
during the time of wicked King Ahab 
and his more wicked wife, Queen 
Jezebel 

 Delivered many messages to the people 
of Israel when their disgusting idols, 
Baal and Asherah, were promoted in 
the nation 

 Endured a devastating famine that God 
brought upon the country for three 
years.  He had to live by a creek in the 
wilderness, fed by ravens until the 
creek itself dried up 

 Lived outside of the country at a widow 
and her son’s home 

 Had a “mountaintop experience” as he 
won a showdown with the 400 priest of 
Baal on Mt. Carmel, as God sent fire 
from heaven to consume the sacrifice 
that Elijah prepared 

 But then ran for his life when Jezebel 
sought to murder him in revenge 

In the first part of 1 Kings 19, Elijah flees far 
south, out of the country, to Mt. Sinai.  By all 
outward signs, he is severely depressed and he 
is ready to die.  He lies under a tree and asks 
God to take his life.  God responds by sending 
an angel to give him food and drink.  He 
reassures Elijah with a “still, small voice.”  And 
he tells him to go back to Israel and anoint new 
people to his service.  One of these is a new 

prophet who will succeed him.  This man is 
Elisha. 

Why would God have him anoint Elisha at 
that time? 

 First it’s a reminder that prophets and 
preachers are – as the Apostle Paul 
would later write – clay jars, not the 
treasure of the gospel, but breakable, 
temporary vessels that carry it.  

 Elijah would have needed support for 
the rest of his ministry 

 Elisha could have a time of training, as 
he serves as Elijah’s assistant 

Who was this man called Elisha?  We hear 
that he is out plowing in the fields with his oxen 
and his servants.  He is a younger man, for his 
father and mother are back in the house.   He is 
from a wealthy family.  To have twelve teams of 
oxen at work would have been rare.  Perhaps a 
rough comparison might be a farmer who has 
twelve combines harvesting out in his fields 
today!  He is also a “hands-on” man, for he 
himself drives a team of the oxen rather than 
relax under a tree while the work is done.   

We might say that Elisha’s life was set.  The 
plan was all laid out for him to be a prosperous 
farmer.  And when he awoke that morning, I 
don’t think there was a thought in the world as 
to what was going to be laid on him that day!   

Then things changed.  That day long ago, 
Elijah walked by him and threw his mantle 
(outer cloak) on Elisha.  The message was clear.  
“Follow me,” literally and prophetically.  Be the 
next prophet to this nation and its leaders.   

What did Elisha do?  What would you do?  It 
appears that he took some time to gather 
himself and think.  Wouldn’t you?  We hear that 
after a bit of time, Elisha “ran after Elijah” and 
said, “Let me kiss my father and mother good-
by and then I will come with you.”   Elisha is 
willing to leave it all behind and follow Elijah 
as a public minister to do God’s work!  God 
knew the outcome of this account and he had 
picked Elisha himself to be the next key prophet 
in the country.  Yet he presented this to him as 
a choice, in the form of a career change. 
 



We should note the fact that Elisha left 
something good to pursue something good.  To 
be a farmer and produce food for the nation 
was an admirable and good occupation.  It filled 
a vital, daily need for people.  We would not 
want to demean that occupation.  But Elisha 
was to pursue something else, an occupation 
that was also “good” and that would have 
eternal results.  He was to be a prophet and 
preacher for God. 

We also have to note the respect and love 
he had for his family as he made this decision.  
He went back to kiss them good-by.  Do you 
wonder what that announcement was like?  Do 
you wonder how Elisha described what had 
happened and what sudden turn his life had 
taken?  It would have been interesting to hear 
that!  And do you wonder what their response 
was?  I do!  I wonder what they replied to this 
announcement and what conversation was held 
as he prepared to leave for his training! 

Let’s also take note of his decisiveness.  In a 
very significant move, he takes the oxen he has 
been plowing with and slaughters them.  He 
uses the plow as fuel for a fire to cook the oxen 
and feeds it to the household.  The meaning is 
obvious.  He will not need this equipment for 
what he will pursue.  He will most certainly 
follow the Lord’s call to be a preacher for his 
kingdom!  And his training and ministry await.    

2. Our encouragement to Elishas 
today 

Do events like that still happen?  That’s a 
pretty dramatic and remarkable account!   

Yes, they do continue to happen.  In fact, 
they happen regularly.  They happen every 
week, every month, and every year as young 
people today choose to walk down the path of 
training to be pastors and teachers – public 
ministers and prophets – for full time work in 
the Lord’s kingdom.  Elishas must still follow the 
call today. 

Whatever your position or stage of life is, I’d 
like us to think about this for a few minutes.  
Perhaps you are a church member who is not in 
a position to consider such a call.  You still have 
some things to think about today with Elishas.  

Perhaps you are a parent or grandparent of 
young children or teenagers.  You have 
something to think about today.  Perhaps you 
are a child or teenager.  You have something to 
think about also. 

After all, the need for prophets in the form 
of pastors and teachers is still great.  How does 
God choose to have his Word publicly 
proclaimed and have his Church be edified 
today?  The formal and public way that this 
happens is not through angels.  It is not through 
Jesus Christ sitting on hillsides in Washington 
and preaching.  It is not through a family line, 
like the Old Testament priesthood, where a son 
had to follow in the footsteps of his father.  And 
public workers do not come from a factory in 
Milwaukee, WI, where they are mass produced 
and pop out with a shirt and tie on!   

They come from real families of our synod.  
In our congregation, they come from families 
named Ewald, Johnson, Sorum, Wilcox, and 
Derme.  Five prophets have come from our 
congregation down through the 50 years of its 
existence.  And teachers?   Families with names 
like Sandwith, Humann, and Miller have 
recently graduated from MLC and received their 
public Call to serve as teachers.  Many more 
along those lines could be listed from the past.   

The need is great, because there are many 
“Elijahs” who are nearing the end of their 
service.  Let’s think about the pastor positions 
in our Wisconsin Synod.  On average, a pastor is 
blessed with service to the Lord for about 40 
years under normal circumstances.  That means 
the “Elijahs” in our synod are nearing the 40-
year mark.  Young men here today, how many 
men were graduating from our seminary in 
Wisconsin 40 years ago?  The four classes at the 
seminary in the year 1975 averaged 58 – 58 
men in each of the four classes.  This year 
(2015), what is the average class?  30.  This year 
there are about 60 men ready to pass their 
mantle to the next clay jar, and 30 men who are 
nearing the end of their training to take it up.  
Looking at our Wisconsin Synod churches, 
currently there are 62 congregations who do 
not have a pastor and are vacant.  The need is 
great.  On the teacher side of things, how many 



vacancies are there?  Currently, about 62.  The 
need is great. 

If we look at the world around us in our 
area, we also see that the harvest is great.  The 
need is great to reach out to souls with the 
Word of God who are not even currently in a 
congregation and need to be served with Word 
and sacrament! 

Young people, consider being an Elisha!  God 
has great promises for you! 

 He promises to give you equipment.  
You might need a computer, books, 
and respectable clothes to serve as a 
prophet, but these are not the 
important things.  God has promised 
you his Word, his message that 
needs to be preached and taught.  It 
is his effective Word that has saved 
your own soul.  After all, nobody is 
worthy of serving the Lord publicly.  
Nobody is even worthy of being in 
his family and his kingdom.  Our sin 
has separated us from God and 
deserved nothing but his anger and 
his eternal punishment! 
But through his Word, the message 
that his Son, Jesus Christ, came to 
this earth and served as your Savior, 
he has forgiven you and made you 
his child.  Through the One who died 
for your sins and rose again, you 
have been made a saint in his sight, 
and fit to consider whether you 
could serve the Lord publicly with 
this same effective tool, his own 
Word and his sacraments.  

 God also promises the results.  I 
think a lot of seminarians wonder 
about that when they are going 
through school.  Who would ever 
listen to my sermon?  Who would 
ever come to faith through my 
message and witness?  How could a 
church ever be gathered around my 
ministry? Such questions are 
answered through God himself, who 
promises results not because of the 

clay jar, but through his Word and 
by his own Holy Spirit’s work.    

 God also promises the training.  
Elisha was not sent out to be a 
prophet on his own that day.  In 
fact, Elijah would be around for a 
good while and do a number of 
things in his ministry yet.  Elisha was 
provided training as he assisted 
Elijah during that time.  In the same 
way, young men and women, if you 
feel tuggings toward the path to 
being a pastor or teacher for God, 
don’t say, “I’m not qualified” or “I 
don’t know what to do.”  Martin 
Luther College and Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary do that work 
today to educate and prepare you.  
At both of those schools, vicars and 
practice teachers are even sent out 
to work under “Elijahs” for a time to 
prepare them for public service in 
God’s kingdom.  

No matter what age or stage of life you are 
at today, we all need to hear this.  Church 
members in general, you need to hear this for 
a number of reasons: 

 It is good to for you to know which sons 
and daughters of our congregation are 
pursuing their education at Martin 
Luther College and our seminary to 
become public ministers. (Do you know 
them?)   We currently have three such 
young people: Josh Severeid, Heather 
Kroon, and John Henning. 

 It is good for you to have them on your 
prayer list. 

 It is good for us to support them.  We 
do give them $250 per semester toward 
their tuition as a church, but personal 
support means a lot too.  Showing an 
interest in their progress and studies 
when they’re home for break means a 
lot.  A card with a 5 or 10-dollar bill 
might mean a lot. (I remember those 
college days!) 
 



 And what about all these young ones 
around us at church who could be 
future Elishas?  Are there little ways we 
can plant seeds?  Perhaps the fact that 
we have no men studying to be a pastor 
at MLC or our seminary is motivation 
enough to plant those seeds for future 
Elishas among us. 

Parents and grandparents, your support 
and encouragement are vital as well.  (Not 
pushing, but encouragement!)   Looking back at 
Elisha’s announcement to his father and 
mother, what would you say if your child said 
out of the blue, “Dad/mom, I’ve thought about 
becoming a pastor.  What do you think?”  Un-
fortunately I do know of cases where parents or 
school counselors have discouraged young 
people from that path when it was brought up.  
And if they don’t bring it up, planting seeds in 
direct and indirect ways can be ways that God 
uses to encourage future Elishas.   

And young people, as you think about all 
this today….  Could it be you?  Could God use 
you for public service as his public servant?  It 
would not be a life guaranteed of comfort or 
wealth.  But it is a guaranteed blessing and joy 
and rewards.   

As God holds and knows the future, may he 
continue to provide willing Elishas.  In his day, 
God’s people truly needed his ministry.  And in 
our day, the need continues to be great.  May 
God continue to move us to support the public 
ministry of the Word and to encourage future 
Elishas!  Amen 


